Air India Crash Findings Prompt Inspections of Fuel Switches on Boeing Planes

By JOHN YOON

Regulators in India and South Ko-
rea ordered inspections this week
of fuel control switches on Boeing
airplanes after a report on a
deadly Air India crash showed the
plane’s fuel supply had been cut.

Singapore Airlines also said on
Tuesday that along with its low-
cost subsidiary, Scoot, it had com-
pleted inspections of the switches
on Boeing planes.

Indian investigators’ prelimi-
nary assessment of the crash on
June 12 of Flight 171, published on
Saturday, did not draw any final
conclusions about the cause. It ap-
peared to rule out mechanical fail-
ure or design flaws, narrowing the
focus to the fuel switches on the
Boeing 787 jet that crashed.

The most striking finding was
that the two fuel control switches
on the crashed jet were switched
off seconds after takeoff, one after
the other. Each switch is equipped
with a locking mechanism to pre-

vent accidental movement, lead-
ing experts to suggest it was un-
likely they were moved without
human involvement.

The report and India's inspec-
tion order referred to a Federal
Aviation Administration advisory
in 2018 that recommended that
carriers using Boeing models, in-
cluding the 787, inspect the lock-
ing mechanism of the fuel control
switches to ensure they could not
be moved accidentally.

The report said
that Air India had not carried out
the suggested inspections be-
cause they were not mandatory.
The authors said the FA.A. had
not viewed the concerns about the
locking feature as serious enough
to be considered unsafe.

The report said Air India had
twice replaced the larger throttle
module that the fuel switches
were part of, in 2019 and 2023. The
replacements were not related to
the fuel switch, it said. The part
would most likely have been in-

spected before installation to en-
sure the locking mechanism
worked as intended, said John
Cox, a former airline pilot and
chief executive of Safety Operat-
ing Systems, a consulting firm.

The FA.A. said in a statement

Inspections were also
occurring in South
Korea and Singapore.

that it had notified airlines about
the Indian preliminary report. Ina
message to other civil aviation au-
thorities after the release of the re-
port, the FA A, reaffirmed its con-
clusion that the issue highlighted
by the 2018 advisory did not pose
“an unsafe condition.” Boeing also
notified operators about the re-
port and said that it recommended
no further action at this time.
India’s Directorate General of

Civil Aviation, which issued its di-
rective on Monday, said airlines
finish the inspections by July 21
On Tuesday, Air India said it
would reinstate certain routes it
had put on hold after the air crash,

tween Iran and Israel last month
added to Air India's woes, forcing
it to reroute some planes. The air-
line said it expects to run flights

Ministry’s directive on Tuesday
ordered that the fuel switches be
inspected, something it had previ-
ously not required. The ministry’s
statement did not give a deadline.

Singapore’s Civil Aviation Au-
thority said that it was working
with airlines on the inspections.
Singapore Airlines and Scoot said
that allits fuel switches were func-

The preliminary report on the
crash described a confused inter-
action between the pilots about
the interrupted fuel supply. “In
the cockpit voice recording, one of
the pilots is heard asking the other
why did he cut off” the fuel, the re-
port said. “The other pilot re-
sponded that he did not do so.”

About 10 seconds later, the
switches were turned back on, but
the plane could not regain power
quickly enough to stop its descent.
The report said “there are no rec-
ommended actions” to the manu-
facturers of the plane, Boeing, and
the engine, GE Aerospace.

The Air India plane crashed into
the dining hall of a medical col-
lege. Altogether, 260 people were
killed in the crash, including 19 on
the ground, the report said.
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